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ROY HILL PROJECT 
Statement by Minister for State Development 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for State Development) [2.03 pm]: It is with great pleasure that 
I stand today to report on my recent visit to the Roy Hill iron ore mine, located 115 kilometres north of Newman. 
The project represents a $10 billion investment into our Pilbara region. The mine will produce 55 million tonnes 
of lump and fines iron ore per annum at full capacity. The first of many shipments set sail from Port Hedland on 
10 December 2015. Whilst at the mine, I inspected the open-cut pit, crushers and the largest single-feed 
processing plant in the Pilbara region. The mine has an accommodation village, designed to house over 
2 000 workers in very comfortable conditions, with access to a wide range of leisure and relaxation facilities. 
The mine is only one part of the Roy Hill project. The project also includes significant new facilities at 
Port Hedland’s inner harbour, which I also toured, and a 344-kilometre railway. The Roy Hill rail component 
operates under the provisions of the Railway (Roy Hill Infrastructure Pty Ltd) Agreement Act 2010, which is 
managed by the Department of State Development. At full capacity, five ore trains per day will operate from the 
Roy Hill mine, carrying 138 tonnes per car, with a total payload of 31 109 tonnes of ore. Trains are loaded at the 
mine using a state-of-the-art train loading system controlled from a remote operations centre in Perth. Trains 
deliver ore to Roy Hill’s facility at Port Hedland’s inner harbour. The facility is capable of receiving, 
stockpiling, screening and exporting 55 million tonnes per annum of iron ore as lump and fines, and has been 
designed to accommodate possible future expansion. 
During the project’s four-year construction phase, the total Western Australian local content was reported at 
72 per cent, or $6.6 billion, with the rest of Australia accounting for 5.4 per cent, or $491 million. At its peak the 
project’s construction workforce reached 6 000 people, and its continuing operations will employ around 
2 000 people. 
The Roy Hill project is one of the fastest construction start-ups of any major greenfield project in Australia. With 
a work ethic like that and a planned mine life of 20 years, I am confident that Roy Hill will continue to provide 
jobs and royalties to the state for a long time to come. 
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